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al Interests of our People Para-
mount to all other considerations

State Policy,' is the motto of The
Progressive Farmer, and upon this
platform it shall rise or fall. Serving
io master, ruled by no faction, cir-
cumscribed by no selfish or narrow
policy, its aim will be to foster and
promote the best interests of tho
whole people of the State. It will be
true to the instincts, traditions and
nistory of the Anglo-Saxo- n race. On

11 matters relating specially to the
$reat interests it represents, it will
ipeak with no uncertain voice, but
ill fearlessly the right defend and

Impartially the wrong condemn."
From Col. Polk's Salutatory, Feb.
10. 1886.
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Alliance.
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Editorial.
EDITORIAL NOTES.

By a typographical error we are
made to say in our article on page 1,

"Peanut growing is an important in-dnst- rv

in northwestern North Caro-

lina." We wrote "nortteatteni ."
Not even "cash in advance" can

induce us to insert an ad. that we re-

gard as unreliable. In one day last
week we returned two cash pay-
ments sent us for such advertise-
ments. When you patronize Pro
gressive Farmer advertisers, rest as-

sured that you are dealing with lion
orable men who fulfil their promises

Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion Toon assures us that some first-clas- s

agricultural works will be
recommended to managers of public
school libraries. Let our young men
see that there is room for the best
skill and talent on the farm, and a
better day for agriculture will speed-
ily dawn.

Work has not yet been begun on
the State Fair Premium List, but an
advance field crop premium list has
been issued and is now being mailed
to the farmers of the State. Tho
Fair will be held October 21st to
26th, inclusive. Progressive Farmer
readers desiring this list of premiums
on field crops should write at once
to Secretary J. E. Pogue, Raleigh,
N C

Nowhere else in the world are the
farmers so thoroughly organized as
in France. The State Department
at Washington has just received a
lengthy but by no means dull report
regarding thee agricultural associa-
tions written by Consul Jo'hn C.
Covert, Lyons, France, a copy of
which is now before us. There is in
it ranch which American farmers
should carefully study, and we pur-
pose making some liberal extracts
from it in early issues of Tho Pro-
gressive Farmer.

Croesus is far cut of date. Some
of our present day magnates make
moro por year than that celebrated
gentleman accumulated during his
entire lit ti:u. Take these figures
as tven in oao of our exchanges:
'Within tho period of ne year and
fifteen davs the oil company has dis-
tributed among its stockholders the
aggregate sum of $88,010,000. John
D. Rockefeller's share of this
amounts to $21,080,000 His income
for tho last year on these stock hold-
ings has been rather more than $55,-00- 0

daily, including Sundays and
holidays, or nearly $40 a minute."

'IN UNION THERE IS STRENGTH."

law we have a
In the rural library

good example of the value of organi-zation-anoth- er

illustration of the
old adage, "In union there is

strength." Last October in the
Library hall in thisOlivia Raney

city, a number of ladies ana gentle-

men interested in the educational
welfare of our State, and especially

in bringing our people to realize the
value of good literature, met and or-

ganized the North Carolina State
Literary and Historial Association.
The members decided that the State
ought to have public school libraries,
and when the Legislature met this
subject was brought to the attention
of its members. The idea had the
endorsement of the Association ; the
members of the Association, there-

fore, feit a personal interest in the
rural school library plan, and united
effort placed it upon the statute-book- s.

Without an organization to
press it, ten years' further discussion
would hardly have made it a success.
Now the rural library law is perhaps
the most popular act of the Legis-

lature of 1901, and in it the State
Literary and --Historical Association
has a noble and enduring monument
to its first year's work.

EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE.

The Educational Conference, which
met in Winston-Salem- , N. C, last
week was attended by a large num-

ber of prominent educators from all
parts of the country, and accom-
plished much good. North Carolina
was fortunate in securing this year's
session of this noted conference, and
the Twin City received her distin-
guished guests with real Tar Heel
hospitality.

. We regret that we were unable to
attend Thursday's session of the Con-

ference, and so missed the able ad-

dresses of Dr. J. L. M. Curry, Dr.
Charles D. Mclver, and others.

Friday's programme opened with
an address on "Our Common
Schools," by Dr. Chas. W. Dabney,
of the University of Tennessee, and
this was followed by addresses by
Hon. G. R. Glenn, State School Com
missioner of Georgia, and Gen. T. F.
Toon, State Superintendent of Pub-- ,

lie Instruction for North Carolina
Among the other speakers were

President George T. Winston, who
spoke on "Industrial Training ;" Dr.
Albert Shaw, the able editor of the
"Review of Reviews;" Walter H.
Page, one of "our own" who is mak-
ing a great success of his new maga-
zine, "The Worli's Work;" and
Rev. Dr. Charles H. Parkhurst, the
distinguished New York reformer.

No other meeting of 4o much im-
portance to our educational interests
has ever been held in North Caro-
lina, and the good effects of this will
doubtless be felt for years to come.
The campaign which the Executive
Committee will conduct in behalf of
our public schools means much for
the entire South.

We regret that press of space this
week prevents a more extended no-

tice of this great conference. In
our next issue we hope to say more
of its work.

AN INQUIRY. ANSWERED.

A Pitt county correspondent asks :

"How would it do to put bone and
potash on oats after they have been
sown and harrowed?"

To say what would be best for
your oats would be rather difficult
with the data before me. The bone
meal would furnish phosphoric acid
and potash, would be only two ele-
ments, and if might be that your
land would noel some nitrogen.
Nitrate of soda, especially on light
lands, is recommended. Of course
the bone and potash would be of
some benefit, but the question is
whether the money could be best in-

vested in that or in a complete fer-
tilizer. If we knew something of
the history of your land, as to pre-
vious crops, and the cultivation and
character of the soil, we could an-
swer more intelligently. Generally
speaking, we would advise the use of
a oomplete fertilizer on grain crop3,
with a good supply of nitrogen. So
if you will put on a complete fertili-
zer vnow and run the harrow just
after sowing, so as to knock it off
of the blades, and work into the soil,
you - will- - probably get " best; results
from that treatment. If the land
was previously in peas an applica-
tion of phosphate and potash would
be the most economical fertilizer
you could use. b. I.

Rumor says that a movement is on
foot looking to a consolidation of all
the great paoking interests of Chi-
cago, Omaha and Kansas City.

New Hampshire, 260 Granges and
24,000 members; Michigan, 420

Granges and nearly 25,000 members.
These States lead, but the Order is
also active and strong in "Vermont,
Connecticut, Ohio, Massachusetts.
Thirty States pay dues to the Na-

tional Grange Treasury, and twenty-fou-r

were represented by delegates
at the last National Grange."

We believe that in the Alliance in
the Carolinas this Grange history
will repeat iteelf. For nearly ten
years, the skies have been dark. If
the old guard will now stand firm,
we feel confident that steady, healthy
growth is before us.

Farmers whose crops suffer from
insect attacks should apply for Farm-
ers Bulletin No. 127, "Important In-

secticides : Directions for their
Preparation and Use." This bulle
tin covers the subjet quite thor-
oughly and may be had free of cost
upon application to the Secretary of
Agriculture, Washington, D. C.

IN THIS NUMBER.

Among the agricultural features
of this issue, the second of J. Edom
Smith's series of articles on "The
Small Farmer" occupies a prominent
position, and a large number of our
readers will undoubtedly find his
suggestions helpful.

Wo ara glad to have a report of
the Cabarrus County Cotton Grow-
ers' meetings. We should like to
have similar reports from all farm-
ers' meetings in this and adjoining
States.

Attention is directed to Mr. Frank-ki- n

Sherman's offer to our readers.
Mr. Sherman is making his depart-
ment of great value to the farmers
of the State and those who suffer
fr .m insect ravages should corre-
spond with him. Ho will gladly an-

swer inquiries either privately or
through The Progressive Farmer.

We should like to hear from per-
sons interested in forming a Peanut
Growers' Association. We think
Bro. Conner's suggestion a good one.
Tho territory covered is small, and
an organization should be easily
affected.

Inquiries regarding soja beans,
rape, etc., etc., reach us occasionally.
When you tes' a new crop, or any-

thing new in agriculture, write up
your experience for the benefit of
Progressive Farmer readers. Arti-
chokes, soja beans and rape, for in-

stance, are discussed in this and the
preceding number of this paper ; we
should liko to hear from others who
have grown these crops.

One of the best articles in this
number is "Profit in Sheep." No
farmer should fail to read it. Mr.
Conway handles a large number of
sheep and knows his subject thor-
oughly.

Mr. Brunt r's remarks regarding
apple-growin- g may seem unseason-
able, but it is none too soon to re-

solve upon a change in handling this
crop, which should be a source of
great profit to our people.

And now a word as to the contents
of jmges .'t and ,7.

Don't pass over Secretary Wilson's
article on "Tito Country School
house and its Grounds." If you
haven't time to read it now, file it
away. And when you have read it,
hand it to your school committee-
man. If by the publication of this
article, we secure the adoption of
Mr. Wilson's ideas in a half dozen
country schools,we shall feel that we
have accomplished great good. Don't
think that his suggestions are meant
only for the sohool in some other
district ; there is no good reason
why they should not be jjut into
actual practice on your own school
grounds.

A Social Chat contributor asks for
information regarding reading cir-
cles among farmers. We shall be
glad to hear from others on the same
subject, for it is an important one.

Page 5 is by no means dull. "What
Followed," in the Christian Life
Column; "Opportunities," in the
children's department, and Trojan
on the "Value of Good Literature,"
deserve a wide reading. What do
you think of the latter's suggestion
as to newspapers in the schools?

Among the articles on other pages,
will be found the address of Presi-
dent Winston on the relations of the
races, which has attracted wide-
spread attention. The subject is a
live one, nor is there anything dull
in Dr. Winston's treatment of it.

Several reports of Cjuuty Alliance
meetings appear in this issue. We
think the Franklin brethren have a
first class plan of organization. We
are glad, too, that the Jackson farm-
ers will hold the fort. It is import-
ant that the Order keep a foothold
in the mountains. We hope for re-
organization in other mountain
counties at no distant day.

THE EDITOR ASKS SOME QUESTIONS.

We like to have our farmer read-
ers send us inquiries regarding sub-

jects in which they stand in need of
further information. In every case
these inquiries are promptly an
swered, either privately or through
The Progressive Farmer, by mem-

bers of our staff or others with
knowledge and experience as to the
matter in hand. But an old proverb
informs us that "turn ab;ut is fair
play." So this week, the editor will
ask his readers some questions. Here
are a few that have occurred to us :

Are there any bad roads in your
township?

Are there any homes in your
neighborhood without the enlighten-
ing and ekvating intluenoe of a clean
j)rogressive farm and family news-

paper:
Can anything be done to improve

the public schools in your district?
Have the people of your section

made any effort, to secure rural free
delivery of mails?

Has your public school yet estab-
lished a library?

Is there a Sub-Allianc- e or a farm-
er's club of any kind in your school
district?

If yo a find that you would have to
answer "yes" to any o:; the above
questions, let us remind you that
there is work for you at home work
by which you can well serve your
country and your fellowmen While
there is no political campaign this
year, so that you will have no oppor-
tunity to express yourself upon
State or National issues, why not
start a township campaign, with a
platform containing the planks sug-
gested by the questions just asked?
Is it not possible that you could ac-

complish just as much good as you
have ever accomplished by attend-
ing party conventions and working
for your party in campaign years?
How much time did you give last
year to party conventions, political
speeches, and other party woik?
Why not devote at leass that much
cf your time to tho township cam-
paign this year?

IN POLITICS.

The Progressive Farmer is not a
partisan paper, nor is it a political
paper. Our readers know that we
have persistently labored to tear
down party prejudice in members of
all parties, and that we have urged
the importance of greater independ-
ence in politics. But let no one
suppose that wo look with favor
upon the idea of non-interferenc- e in
politics upon the part of those who
should bear the responsibilities of
citizenship. As one of our exchanges
well says :

"You often hear a man say 'I am
not in politics,' and tacitly assuming
by his manner, that he is a superior
being to those who are. A man who
is not 'in polities' is not a good citi-
zen. Politics gives u- - our govern
ment, upon which do ends our lives,
liberty and property, and the wel-

fare of our posterity. A man who
is not 'in it' has no business living in
this country."

This, we have said, is true. It is
also true that to do his duty in poli-
tics it is not necessary for the citi-
zen to believe that his particular
party has a corner upon the intelli-
gence and virtue of tho country, or
that he be disrespectf ul toward mem-
bers of other parties, or that he be-

come a perpetual candidate for office.
Watch tho procession ; do your own
thinking ; keep your temper. Then
"hew to the line and let the chips
fall where they may."

THE GRANGE.

A very interesting article from our
point of view is that contributed to
the April Forum, by Mr. Kenyon L
Butterfield, formerly State Superin-
tendent of Michigan Farmers' Insti-
tutes. Ho writes on the Grange,
and to all interested in agricultural
organizations his article will prove
helpful A great many Southern
people think tho Grange dead ; in
this they are much mistaken. From
1880 to 1890, it is true, the organiza-
tion steadily declined in numbers
and influence, but it has since made
healthy and regular growth. As to
its pre-en- t strength and status, Mr.
Bnttrfield says :

"During the last ten years there
has been a widespread revival of in-

terest in the organization, and the
outlook is exceedingly promising.
Since 1890 the membership has in-

creased not less than seventy-fiv- e

per cent. New York at present has
550 Subordinate Granges, with 43,-00- 0

members; Pennsylvania, 52G
Granges and 20,C00 members ; Maine,
27: Granges and 29,000 members;

A Washington dispatch sent out
last week gives some statistics re-

garding the growth of rural free de-

livery, and comments upon the back-

wardness of the South in asking for
the establishment of routes. We
quote from the telegram as follows :

"Superintendent Machem, of the
free delivery bureau of the Postoffice
Department, has completed a com-

pilation of the rural free delivery
routes up to April 1, 1901. It is pro-

posed to establish about 4,000 routes
during the coming fiscal year, and
Mr. Machem desired to know how
many routes there were in operation
in each State and how many applica-
tions were pending. Some States
have taken kindly to the system,
while others show a strange reluct-
ance to engage in the enterprise.

"Part of this reluctance is no
doubt due to the fact that the fourth-clas- s

postmasters who might be re-

placed by rural free delivery want
to hold on to their places and are in-

fluencing their members of Congress
against the installation of the ser-

vice. The Central States east of the
Ohio river and the Eastern States
lead the others in the number of
routes established and the number
applied for. Illinois stands at the
top, with 343 routes established, and
has application pending for the
establishment of 628 more.

"Indiana is second, having 320

routes in operation, and it wants 341

additional. Ohio has 312 routes and
670 applications. New York has 229

routes and 260 applications.
"On the other hand, Kentucky has

but 15 routes, and has so far asked
for only 25 more. West Virginia is
also low on the scale, with 35 estab-
lished routes and 40 applications.

"Virginia and the Southern Stvtes
in general are backward in approv-
ing rural free delivery, and, although
the department has been willing to
extend it through the South, the ap-

plications are very few. The car-

riers receive from $200 to $500 per
annum, and, as Congress has in-

creased the appropriation over $1,-000,00- 0,

the service can be greatly
extended during the coming year."

The 30 facts are worthy of atten-
tion. While Illinois has 343 routes,
wo have it from an authority that
only eleven routes have been estab-
lished in North Carolina, and South
Carolina has only 39 routes.

Yet we Southern people pay taxes,
just as the Hoosiers do, and we too
have people who need better mail
facilities. We have only ourselves
to blame for the apparent dis3rimi
nation against the South. The peo-

ple of the North and West have for-
warded petitions and asked for the
establishment of routes ; the people
of the South have not asked for
their share. Here lies the difference,
and it is to our shame that it is true.

Superintendent Machem has also
issued a circular of instructions to
those desiring to secure rural free
delivery, to which we invite atten
tion, as it refers t one or two fea
tures not before mentioned in The
Progressive Farmer. It directs that
petitions for rural free delivery ser-
vice be heads of families, who shall
show the relative population along
the route, character of the roads,
principal vocations of the people
and tho distance each one now has
to travel to receive mail. A map
of the routes proposed is required.
The petition must be indorsed by
either a Senator or Representative
in Congress. Each route must be
over twenty miles long, serving at
least 100 families, and those desiring
the delivery hereafter must b? pre-
pared to put up suitable boxes. A
copy of this circular will be mailed
free upon application to "Postmaster-Gen-

eral, Washington, D. C."
We believe that rural free delivery

will be of untold benefit to our
Southern farmers, and we hope that
in every section in which The Pro-
gressive Farmer is read some one
will take up the matter and urge its
importance. We pay taxes just as
our Western brethren do ; why
should not we also have some of the
benefits of this service?

Remember this is not a temporary
measure, but routes once established
remain in force, and the system will
soon be so extended as to give rural
delivery to all sections.

The Tennessee Experiment Station
recently issued two bulletins, No. 4
of Vol. XIII and 1 of Vol. XIV. The.
first deals with "Feeding Native
Steers" and the second with "Ex-
periments with Corn, Forage Crops
and Spring Cereals." They may be
obtained by application direct to the
Station at Knoxville, Tenn.
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